
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title:  Citizenship (at home, in school, and in our community)              Unit: Integrated  

Target Course/Grade Level:  Kindergarten                                                   Timeline:  Ongoing  

Unit Summary: In this unit students will learn that good citizenship involves showing responsibility, 

fairness, and respect.  The students will also learn how some of our leaders exemplified good citizenship. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Character Education/Health, Language Arts, Math, Art 

21
st
 century themes and skills:  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving; Life and Career Skills; 

Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership 

Unit Rationale:  This unit seeks to explain the concepts and significance of past events and how they 

evolved and affected present times. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed 
citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the 
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, 
and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. 

 

Content Statements 

 Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community. 

 Develop strategies to reach consensus and resolve conflict.  

 Historical symbols and the ideas and events they represent play a role in understanding and evaluating our 

history. 

 Demonstrate understanding of the need for fairness and take appropriate action against unfairness. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the 

problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal setting and 

problem solving. 

 Effective communication skills convey intended meaning to others and assist in preventing 
misunderstandings. 

 Ethical behaviors support human rights and dignity in all aspects of life. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.P.A.1 Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines. 

6.1.P.A.2 Demonstrate responsibility by initiating simple classroom tasks and jobs. 

6.1.P.A.3 Demonstrate appropriate behavior when collaborating with others. 

6.1.4.D.17  Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American 
identity.  

6.3.4.A.1  Evaluate what makes a good rule or law.  

9.1.4.A.5  Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family settings. 

9.1.4.B.1  Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster creative 



thinking.   

9.1.4.D.2  Express needs, wants, and feelings appropriately in various situations.  

9.1.4.F.3  Explain the importance of understanding and following rules in family, classroom, and community 
settings. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What is a citizen?    

 What is citizenship? 

- How do Americans show it?  Practice it? 

 How can one be a good citizen? 

 What makes someone famous? 

 Why does our classroom need rules? 

 Why should people be treated fairly? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 George Washington and Abraham Lincoln are famous 

American presidents due to their contributions to the 
U.S.A. 

 Showing responsibility, fairness, and respect 
demonstrates good citizenship. 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Identify George Washington as America’s first president. 

 Discuss the reasons why we remember George Washington’s birthday. 

 Identify Abraham Lincoln as a famous American president. 

 Discuss the reasons why we remember Abraham Lincoln’s birthday. 

 Identify examples of responsible citizenship in the school setting. 

 Explain that a responsibility means something you must or should do. 

 Recognize real people and fictional characters that have demonstrated responsible leadership and citizenship and identify the 

characteristics that have made them good examples. 

 Apply terms related to time including past, present, and future. 

 Discuss and demonstrate why we need to be fair to one another. 

 Distinguish fact from fiction. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

Students will gather to share their understanding and knowledge through the completion of the KL chart also used as 

a pre-assessment.  Students will also participate in art projects, sharing the facts they have learned while constructing.   

 

Equipment needed: Art materials, Picture Books/Informational Books 

Teacher Instructional Resources:  

Books: 

A Picture Book of Abraham Lincoln 

A Picture Book of George Washington 

Abe Lincoln Remembers 

George Washington’s Breakfast 

The Boy Who Looked like  Lincoln 

 

Poem:  “Mr. Lincoln” 

 

Lincoln craft- to go with poem 

George Washington art project 

Log cabin craft 



 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 K L charts 

  Journals / drawing 

 Teacher observations / discussions 

  Role play 

 Student response to questioning 

 

 

Integration of Technology:  Smartboard / United Streaming /ELMO 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

Draw / Write  / Dictate 

 

Teacher Notes: 

 


