
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: The Nation Takes Shape (1788-1820)                                                  Unit: 4 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Seventh Grade                                                        Timeline: 8-11 weeks 

Unit Summary: This unit focuses on many Early Republic issues, such as foreign relations under the 

first 5 presidents, domestic policy (especially the growing debate over federal vs. state rights) as well 

as American expansion westward.  This period is characterized by war, peace, and it is a time where 

the American dream is first thought up and pursued by the American people.   

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Language Arts, Science, Technology 

21
st
 century themes and skills: 

-The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve 

the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

-Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including global 

perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

Unit Rationale: 

Under the new constitution, America struggled to define its foreign and domestic policies while the 

country also tried to forge a place in the world for itself.  Among these struggles was the fight to 

define the line between federal and state rights, a struggle that wouldn’t be solved until the Civil 

War.  The country became intensely sectionalized with the North becoming more industrial and the 

South becoming agrarian under slavery.  With all this happening, America found leadership under 

the first 5 presidents that would define and guide America toward the country that it is today.   

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 

think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 

environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to 

solve the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including 

global perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

 The fundamental principles of the United States Constitution serve as the foundation of the 

United States government today 

 Westward movement, industrial growth, increased immigration, the expansion of slavery, 

and the development of transportation systems increased regional tensions. 

 



CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.8.A.3.e Determine why the Alien and Sedition Acts were enacted and whether they 

undermined civil liberties. 

6.1.8.A.3.f Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing 

perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

6.1.8.C.3.b Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the 

response of state and national governments during this time. 

6.1.8.C.3.c Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and other innovations on the institution of 

slavery and on the economic and political development of the country. 

6.1.8.D.3.c Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American 

revolutionary forces and as the first president of the United States. 

6.1.8.B.4.a Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the 

expansion and economic development of the United States. 

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that 

impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the 

community. 

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions. 

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives 

(e.g., cross-cultural, gender-specific, generational), and determine how the data can 

best be used to design multiple solutions. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How do diverse forces influence a democratic 

government? 

 Why do people explore the unknown? 

 Why do nations go to war? 

 Is a war ever justifiable? 

 How does technology allow nations’ economies 

to grow? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Political differences during Washington’s 

administration lead to the rise of political 

parties in America. 

 Lewis and Clark were given set goals by 

Thomas Jefferson in their exploration of 

the Louisiana Territory. 

 The United States was divided along 

sectional lines as to whether to wage war 

on Britain. 

 The nations of Latin America used the 

United States Revolutionary War as a 

model in their own revolutions against 

European control. 

 The Industrial Revolution in England 

was duplicated and improved upon in the 

United States. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Analyze how events are related over time. 

 Use critical thinking skills to interpret events, recognize bias, point of view, and context. 

 Assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources. 

 Analyze data in order to see persons and events in context. 

 Formulate questions based on information needs. 



 Use effective strategies for locating information. 

 Compare and contrast competing interpretations of current and historical events. 

 Interpret events considering continuity and change, the role of chance, oversight and error, 

and changing interpretations by historians. 

 Distinguish fact from fiction by comparing sources about figures and events with 

fictionalized characters and events. 

 Summarize information in written, graphic, and oral formats. 

 Describe and map American territorial expansions and the settlement of the frontier during 

this period. 

 Analyze the causes and consequences of continuing conflict between Native American tribes 

and colonists (e.g., Tecumseh’s rebellion). 

 Discuss the background and major issues of the War of 1812 (e.g., sectional issues, role of 

Native Americans). 

 Discuss the economic growth of a nation in terms of increasing productivity, investment in 

physical capital, and investment in human capital.  

 Discuss how societies have been affected by industrialization and by different political and 

economic philosophies. 

 Describe how inventions and innovations have improved standards of living over the course 

of history. 

 Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras. 

 Explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

 Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, 

places, regions, and environments. 

 Use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and 

disintegration of empires, and growth of economic and political systems. 

 Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or 

position in a written and/or oral format. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

1.  Write a Newspaper article on the Louisiana Purchase 

2. Research the Lewis and Clark explorations and report on their findings 

3. Write a research paper on the causes of the War of 1812 from different perspectives 

 

Equipment needed: OTS Library, Student Computer Access 

 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

1. John Adams (DVD) 

2. America: History of Our Nation (2009) 

3. OTS Library 

 

 

 

 

 



Formative Assessments 

 Tests 

 Quizzes 

 Homework 

 Research Paper 

 Graphic Organizer 

 

 

Integration of Technology: 

1.  SMARTBoard/Laptop  

2. OTS Computer Lab 

3. Microsoft Office 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

www.pbs.org 

www.historychannel.com 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/ 

 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

1. Read a primary source  

2. Create a graphic organizer on the pros and cons of Washington’s Presidency 

3. Write down and define difficult vocabulary words 

4. Draw a poster that illustrates Washington D.C. of the time 

5. Design a campaign as either Federalists or Republicans to persuade the public to join the 

party 

6. Compare and Contrast the French and American Revolutions 

7. Debate the presidency of John Adams 

 

Teacher Notes: 

 

http://www.pbs.org/
http://www.historychannel.com/
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/

