
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: Revolutionary War                                                                          Unit: 2 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Seventh Grade                                                  Timeline: 6-8 weeks 

Unit Summary: Through the study of the events that led to and including the Revolution.  Students 

will examine the events, policies and overall growing tensions between the colonists and the English.  

This course of content will also examine how the enslaved, Native Americans and other foreign 

countries participated in this period of time.  Lastly, students will develop an appreciation for the 

Founding Fathers and how their impact has been sewn into the American and global history books.   

 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Language Arts, Science, Technology 

21
st
 century themes and skills: 

-The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve 

the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

-Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including global 

perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

Unit Rationale 

The Revolutionary War found the United States as the first modern country founded on democratic 

principles.  From the U.S. Revolution, other countries have modeled their own government after the 

U.S.’  Through the study of this period of time, students will develop an appreciation for the 

contributions of the U.S.’ patriots and understand that the freedom that Americans enjoy today 

derives from the philosophy of the Revolutionary War.   

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 

think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 

environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

 

 

Content Statements 

 Disputes over political authority and economic issues contributed to a movement for 

independence in the colonies. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to 

solve the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including 

global perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 



 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.8.A.3.a Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent 

to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans 

during this time period. 

6.1.8.B.3.a Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American 

groups impacted the expansion of the American colonies. 

6.1.8.B.3.c Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the 

execution and outcome of the American Revolutionary War. 

6.1.8.B.3.d Explain why New Jersey’s location played an integral role in the American 

Revolution. 

6.1.8.C.3.a Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, 

and assess the impact of these on relations between Britain and its North American 

colonies. 

6.1.8.D.3.a Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies 

toward American colonies, and responses by various groups and individuals in the 

North American colonies led to the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.b Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key 

principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American democracy. 

6.1.8.D.3.c Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American 

revolutionary forces and as the first President of the United States. 

6.1.8.D.3.d Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, 

execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.e Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural 

farmers, urban craftsmen, northern merchants, and southern planters), African 

Americans, Native Americans, and women during the American Revolution, and 

determine how these groups were impacted by the war. 

6.1.8.D.3.f Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected 

United States relations with Native Americans and with European powers that had 

territories in North America. 

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that 

impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the 

community. 

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions. 

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives 

(e.g., cross-cultural, gender-specific, generational), and determine how the data can 

best be used to design multiple solutions. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 Why are Revolutionary Wars fought? 

 How do wars impact the lives of both the 

participants and civilian population? 

 What is great military leadership? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 British actions and policy toward its colonies 

was based on the philosophy of Mercantilism. 

 Both the British and the colonists developed 

strong arguments in their positions regarding 

British taxation policy. 



 Most colonists did not support the movement 

toward Independence prior to the publication 

of Common Sense. 

 The colonists were divided in their support for 

the war, putting regional and self interests 

ahead of national interest. 

 George Washington was the only man who 

could have led the colonial army to victory. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Analyze how events are related over time. 

 Use critical thinking skills to interpret events, point of view, context, and recognize bias. 

 Assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources.  

 Analyze data in order to see persons and events in context.  

 Formulate questions based on information needs.  

 Use effective strategies for locating information.  

 Compare and contrast competing interpretations of current and historical events.  

 Interpret events considering continuity and change, the role of chance, oversight and error, and 

changing interpretations by historians.  

 Distinguish fact from fiction by comparing sources about figures and events with fictionalized 

characters and events.  

 Summarize information in written, graphic, and oral formats.  

 Discuss the background and major issues of the American Revolution, including the political and 

economic causes and consequences of the revolution. 

 Discuss the major events (e.g. Boston Tea Party, Battle of Trenton) and personalities (e.g., 

   George Washington, John Adams, John Witherspoon, William Franklin, Benjamin Franklin,  

   Thomas Jefferson) of the American Revolution. 

 Identify major British and American leaders, and describe their roles in key events, such as the 

First and Second Continental Congresses, drafting and approving the Declaration of 

Independence (1776), the publication of "Common Sense," and major battles of the Revolutionary 

War. 

 New Jersey’s critical role in the American Revolution, including major battles, the 

   involvement of women and African Americans, and the origins of the movement to abolish 

   slavery 

 Describe and map American territorial expansions and the settlement of the frontier during this 

period. 

 Analyze the causes and consequences of continuing conflict between Native American tribes and 

colonists (e.g., Tecumseh’s rebellion). 

 Explain what taxes are, how they are collected, and how tax dollars are used by local, state, and 

national governments to provide goods and services. 

 Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras. 

 Explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

 Use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and 

disintegration of empires, and growth of economic and political systems. 

 Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or 

position in a written and/or oral format. 

 

 

 



 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

1. Write a research paper on opposing views about the Revolutionary War. 

2. Research and reenact famous battles of the revolution.   

3. Hold mock continental congress and debate important issues of the time.  

 

Equipment needed: SMARTboard, Laptop, student computer access, databases/library 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

1. America:  History of Our Nation (2009) 

2. 1776 (DVD) 

3. John Adams (DVD) 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Graphic Organizer 

  Research Paper 

 PowerPoint Presentation 

 Homework Review 

 Quizzes 

 Debate 

 

Integration of Technology: 

1.  Use databases to research the Revolutionary War. 

2. Use Powerpoint/Publisher to make an advertising campaign for or against major events. 

3. Draft a Declaration of Independence by using the text books accompanying website.   

 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

www.pbs.org 

www.digitalhistory.eu.uh 

http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/ 

 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

1. Debate Revolution or compromise with the English 

2. Create a timeline of events that led to the Revolutionary War. 

3. Create a media campaign that either supports or opposes the different taxes by the British. 

4. Use graphic organizers to understand the different points of views about major events. 

 

 

http://www.pbs.org/
http://www.digitalhistory.eu.uh/
http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/


Teacher Notes: 

 


