
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: Colonization of the New World (1492-1775)                                          Unit: 1 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Seventh Grade                                                           Timeline: 8-13 weeks 

Unit Summary: 

The unit explores the early civilizations and cultures of America.  It examines European exploration 

and colonization of North America.  Specifically, how government affected the colonies and how 

European culture created the foundation of many of the institutions and cultures that America 

values to this date.  This unit will also study the social, religious and economic impact that colonists 

experienced based on geographic location.    

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Language Arts, Science, Fine Arts 

21
st
 century themes and skills: 

-The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve 

the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

-Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including global 

perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

-Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater 

efficiency. 

Unit Rationale   

Through studying the beginnings of American history, students will develop an appreciation of the 

common past and experience that all Americans share.  This will compliment the cultural diversity 

within each classroom.   

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 

think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 

environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

 

 

Content Statements 

 Indigenous societies in the Western Hemisphere migrated and changed in response to the 

physical environment and due to their interactions with Europeans. 

 European exploration expanded global economic and cultural exchange into the Western 

Hemisphere. 

 The colonists adapted ideas from their European heritage and from Native American groups 

to develop new political and religious institutions and economic systems. 



 The slave labor system and the loss of Native American lives had a lasting impact on the 

development of the United States and American culture. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to 

solve the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including 

global perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures 

among African, European, and Native American groups. 

6.1.8.B.1.a Describe migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups, and 

explain how these patterns affected interactions in different regions of the Western 

Hemisphere. 

6.1.8.B.1.b Analyze the world in spatial terms, using historical maps to determine what led to 

the exploration of new water and land routes. 

6.1.8.C.1.a Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on European 

exploration. 

6.1.8.C.1.b Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of 

trade during this period. 

6.1.8.D.1.a Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and 

political systems of Native American groups. 

6.1.8.D.1.b Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American groups 

began a cultural transformation. 

6.1.8.D.1.c Evaluate the impact of the Colombian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and 

culture from different perspectives. 

6.1.8.A.2.a Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various 

North American colonies. 

6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the 

impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and 

institutions. 

6.1.8.A.2.c Explain how race, gender, and status affected social, economic, and political 

opportunities during Colonial times. 

6.1.8.B.2.a Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional 

identities of the colonies. 

6.1.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict and 

cooperation among European colonists and Native American groups in the New 

World. 

6.1.8.C.2.a Relate slavery and indentured servitude to Colonial labor systems. 

6.1.8.C.2.b Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the colonies 

and European countries. 

6.1.8.C.2.c Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 

6.1.8.D.2.a Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact 

on people living in Europe and the Americas. 



6.1.8.D.2.b Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of 

different groups of people, and explain why their experiences differed. 

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions. 

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives 

(e.g., cross-cultural, gender-specific, generational), and determine how the data can 

best be used to design multiple solutions. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How did the colonists, with strong roots in the 

past, develop their own way of life? 

 Why have different economic systems 

developed? 

 Why are people interested in the unknown? 

 Why is the establishment of “order in society” 

necessary? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Religious conflict, the revival of learning in 

Europe, the desire for gold and glory, the 

desire to find a shorter water route to Asia, 

and the desire to establish colonies were the 

main reasons why Europeans explored. 

 Slavery had been part of the social and 

economic system since ancient times and that 

most slaves in Africa were people who had 

been captured in war. 

 The Spanish, English, French, and Dutch set 

up types of government in their colonies based 

on their view of how best to control their 

colonies. 

 The way people made a living in the colonies 

depended on location, climate, and 

topography of the land. 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Analyze how events are related over time. 

 Use critical thinking skills to interpret events, recognize bias, point of view, and context. 

 Assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources.  

 Analyze data in order to see persons and events in context. 

 Examine and formulate questions based on information needs.  

 Use effective strategies for locating information.  

 Compare and contrast competing interpretations of current and historical events. 

 Interpret events considering continuity and change, the role of chance, oversight and error, 

and changing interpretations by historians. 

 Distinguish fact from fiction by comparing sources about figures and events with 

fictionalized characters and events.  

 Summarize information in written, graphic, and oral formats of current issues, events, or 

themes and relate them to past events.  

 Discuss factors that contributed to oceanic travel and exploration in the 15th and 16th 

centuries, including technological innovations in ship building, navigation, naval warfare, 

navigational inventions such as the compass and the impact of wind currents on the major 

trade routes. 

 Discuss factors that stimulated European overseas explorations between the 15th and 17
th

 

centuries and the impact of that exploration on the modern world. 

 Trace the major land and water routes of the explorers.  

 Compare the political, social, economic, and religious systems of Africans, Europeans, and 

Native Americans who converged in the western hemisphere after 1492 (e.g., civic values, 



population levels, family structure, communication, use of natural resources). 

 Discuss the characteristics of the Spanish and Portuguese exploration and conquest of the 

Americas, including Spanish interaction with the Incan and Aztec empires, expeditions in 

the American Southwest, and the social composition of early settlers and their motives for 

exploration and conquest. 

 Compare and contrast historic Native American groups of the West, Southwest, Northwest, 

Arctic and sub-Arctic, Great Plains, and Eastern Woodland regions at the beginning of 

European exploration. 

 Analyze the cultures and interactions of peoples in the Americas, Western Europe, and 

Africa after 1450, including the transatlantic slave trade. 

 Discuss how millions of Africans, brought against their will from Central Africa to the 

Americas, including Brazil, Caribbean nations, North America and other destinations, 

retained their humanity, their families, and their cultures during enslavement. 

 Analyze the political, social, and cultural characteristics of the English colonies. 

 Describe the political, religious, social, and economic institutions that emerged in Colonial 

America, including New Netherland and colonial New Jersey. 

 Explain the differences in colonization of the Americas by England, the Netherlands, France, 

and Spain, including governance, relation to the mother countries, and interactions with 

other colonies and Native Americans. 

 Examine the interactions between Native Americans and European settlers, such as 

agriculture, trade, cultural exchanges, and military alliances and conflicts. 

 Describe Native American resistance to colonization, including the Cherokee War against 

the English, the French and Indian War, and King George’s War. 

 Identify factors that account for the establishment of African slavery in the Americas. 

 Distinguish among the distinct characteristics of maps, globes, graphs, charts, diagrams, and 

other geographical representations, and the utility of each in solving problems. 

 Translate maps into appropriate spatial graphics to display geographical information. 

 Explain the spatial concepts of relative and absolute location and distance. 

 Estimate distances between two places on a map using a scale of miles, and use cardinal and 

intermediate directions when referring to a relative location. 

 Use thematic maps to describe places (e.g., patterns of population, diseases, rainfall). 

 Describe and distinguish among the various map projections, including size, shape, distance, 

and direction. 

 Compare and contrast the physical and human characteristics of places in regions in New 

Jersey, the United States, and the world. 

 Compare the natural characteristics used to define a region. 

 Describe how physical and human characteristics of regions change over time. 

 Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras. 

 Explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

 Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, 

places, regions, and environments. 

 Use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and 

disintegration of empires, and growth of economic and political systems. 

 Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events. 

 Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or 

position in a written and/or oral format. 

 



Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

1. Create a multimedia presentation about an early civilization 

2. Write a journal entry about trade on the silk road 

3. Create a Roots of the American People timeline 

4. Make a map about N. American civilizations 

5. Write a biography about a famous colonist 

6. Hold a mock trial about the Salem Witch Trials 

 

Equipment needed:  SMARTboard, Library, Student Computer Access, Microsoft Office 

 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

1.  America:  History of Our Nation (2009) by Prentice Hall 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Quizzes 

  Homework 

 Debate 

 Primary Source Analysis 

 Graphic Organizers 

 

 

Integration of Technology: 

- SMARTboard/Laptop integration 

- Students will use PowerPoint/Publisher to illustrate the colonial period 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

www.pbs.org 

http://www.ushistory.org/ 

 

 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

- Write a report on the Early Americas 

- Create a diorama about the early colonies 

- Create a poster 

- Summarize a scholarly article  

- Make a map about global trade 

- Highlight important vocabulary words for greater understanding 

- Write an interview with a famous colonist/explorer 

- Write a newspaper article about European exploration 

- Write a letter about trade with Native Americans 

- Design an advertisement to persuade Europeans to move to America 

http://www.pbs.org/
http://www.ushistory.org/


Teacher Notes: 

 


