
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: Geography                                                                                            Unit # 1 

Target Course/Grade Level: Fifth Grade                                                            Timeline: Integrated  

                                                                                                                                   Throughout the Year 

Unit Summary  

Geography skills and insight are valuable tools for students to use in developing a geographic perspective 

while studying emerging civilizations of the ancient world. Important concepts for students to consider are 

the ideas of physical geography and human geography. The relationship between the physical environment 

and humans can be studied throughout each ancient civilization. Specifically, students will analyze and 

understand the dependency of humans on the environment and the effects both parties have on each other. 

The environment determines various characteristics and customs of a civilization, while ancient peoples 

need to adapt to their environment. In addition, students will become familiar with various world regions 

and the physical characteristics of each.  

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21
st
 Century Life and Careers, and Technology 

21
st
 century themes and skills: Critical thinking, collaborative group problem solving, and effective 

communication skills. 

Unit Rationale 

All students need to develop geographic understanding as part of the general mandate of social studies 

education to develop informed citizens who know and appreciate their heritage as Americans. 

Geography teaches a sense of place, of temporality, and the sense that everything that happens to 

us is affected by our surroundings (including other people and the places within which we live, work, 

and travel). The study of geography brings a necessary spatial dimension to the study of history, but 

it is also, in and of itself, a major discipline.  

Learning Targets 

Standards 

NSS-G.K-12.2 Places and Regions 

 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, 

collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and 

workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements 

 

The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the 

problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 

Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater 

efficiency. 

 

Leadership abilities develop over time through participation in groups and/or teams that are engaged in 

challenging or competitive activities. 

 



CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact 

critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

9.1.8.C.2 Demonstrate the use of compromise, consensus, and community building strategies for 

carrying out different tasks, assignments, and projects. 

9.1.8.C.3 Model leadership skills during classroom and extra-curricular activities. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How do physical geography, human geography, 

and the human environment interact to influence 

or determine the development of cultures, 

societies, and nations? 

 How did the environment affect how ancient 

peoples lived? 

 How do the actions of past civilizations change 

the environment? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 There are numerous ways in which humans adapt 

to their environment, and ways that the 

environment affects culture. 

 There are many various types of physical regions 

around the world that affect how a civilization 

develops. 

 The adaptations to the environment made by past 

peoples have impacted the way we use our land 

and resources today. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Utilize latitude and longitude in locating sites on a map. 

 Employ descriptive strategies in order to represent both physical and human characteristics of a place. 

 Compare and contrast human/environment interactions. 

 Understand how geography impacts societies around the world. 

 Hypothesize how societies would change if their location was different. 

 Construct maps of important ancient civilizations. 

 Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, places, regions, 

and environments. 

 Use maps and other documents to explain historical migration of people, expansion and disintegration of 

empires, and growth of economic and political systems. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

Options include: 

 

1. Creating a visual/textual concept web that explains the relationship between geography and an ancient 

civilization. 

 

2. Formulate a map showing geographical features of an ancient civilization. 

 

Equipment needed: History of Our World, construction paper, art supplies, poster paper, online 

databases, computer lab/laptop cart, library books, SMARTBoard, Microsoft PowerPoint, Microsoft Word. 

Teacher Instructional Resources: History of Our World Teacher’s Edition, grading rubric, see 

technology resources below 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Graphic Organizers  Descriptive Paragraph 



  Section Quizzes 

 Outlining 

 Map Skills 

 Vocabulary Term Exercises 

 Analyze Readings 

 Summative Essay 

 Drawing Conclusions from a Video (Active 

Listening Guides) 

 Illustration 

 PowerPoint Presentations 

 Venn Diagrams 

 Newspaper Article 

 Developing a Group Discussion 

 Creating Lists 

 Unit Test (multiple choice, short answer, essay) 

 Research Papers 

 

Integration of Technology: 

Use of the following resources: Smart Board, Microsoft PowerPoint, Microsoft Word, laptops, online 

databases, textbook, short film clips, web quests, etc. 

 Students will access online databases to analyze and interpret information. 

 Students will utilize technological resources in order to create, explain, summarize, and validate 

information. 

 Students will use active listening guides to analyze video clips from both the textbook and other 

websites, if available. 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/ 

www.socialstudiesforkids.com 

http://www.ancientcivilizations.co.uk/home_set.html 

http://www.mrdonn.org/ancienthistory.html 

https://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

This unit includes a variety of activities for different types and levels of learners. Specifically, these 

activities help scaffold higher-level thinking and address the needs of multiple intelligences and various 

types of learners. 

 Students should find articles in newspapers or magazines that illustrate how geography impacts 

people. Students may make a bulletin board to share their examples with the class. 

 Students may find it difficult to pronounce some of the multi syllable words in this section such as 

relative, environment, interaction, etc. Show students how to break down these words into smaller 

parts to help them sound out pronunciation. 

 Utilize peer/buddy reading to complete small group/pair reading and other activities. 

 Outlining key aspects of the unit will help assist learners in understanding main ideas, 

connections, and important supporting details. 

 

Teacher Notes: 

There are innumerable resources on the web for teaching the how geography impacts various civilizations, 

and this unit offers great opportunities for students to connect the curriculum with their own personal 

world. 

 


