
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title:  Government:  New Jersey and United States                                Unit: 2 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Fourth                             Timeline:  6 Weeks Mid Oct.-End of November 

Unit Summary: Students will learn about the United States government on the federal, state and local 

levels including the three branches of government and their responsibilities. Students will also learn how 

bills become laws. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Character Education, Technology, Language Arts 

21
st
 century themes and skills:  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving; Life and Career Skills; 

Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership 

Unit Rationale: This unit helps explain how the government helps unite the people in the 50 states. The 

students will see how local, state, and national governments help citizens live and work together 

peacefully. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed 
citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the 
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, 
and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. 

 

Content Statements 

 Rules and laws are developed to protect people’s rights and the security and welfare of society. 

 The United States Constitution and Bill of Rights guarantee certain fundamental rights for citizens. 

 American constitutional government is based on principles of limited government, shared authority, 

fairness, and equality. 

 There are different branches within the United States government, each with its own structure, leaders, 

and processes, and each designed to address specific issues and concerns. 

 In a representative democracy, individuals elect representatives to act on the behalf of the people. 

 The United States democratic system requires active participation of its citizens. 

 In an interconnected world, increased collaboration is needed by individuals, groups, and nations to solve 

global problems. 

 Key historical events, documents, and individuals led to the development of our nation. 

 A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights: 6.3.4.A.2 (Active citizens in the 21st century) 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal setting and 
problem solving. 

 Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater efficiency. 

 Digital media are 21st-century tools used for local and global communication. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
6.1.4.A.1  Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the 

rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good. 

6.1.4.A.2  Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of 



Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due 
process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of American democracy.  

6.1.4.A.3  Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced change at the local 
and national levels of United States government. 

6.1.4.A.4  Explain how the United States government is organized and how the United States Constitution 
defines and limits the power of government.  

6.1.4.A.5  Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the national government.  

6.1.4.A.6  Explain how national and state governments share power in the federal system of government. 

6.1.4.A.7  Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and describe the roles of 
elected representatives and how they interact with citizens at local, state, and national levels.  

6.1.4.A.8  Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, state, and national 
levels, the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made at each level. 

6.1.4.A.11  Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the country depend 
upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global 
levels. 

6.1.4.A.12  Explain the process of creating change at the local, state, or national level. 

6.1.4.A.16  Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global organizations promote 
human rights and provide aid to individuals and nations in need. 

6.1.4.D.5  Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, 
the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and citizenship.  

6.1.4.D.6  Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government. 

6.3.4.A.2  Contact local officials and community members to acquire information and/or discuss local issues.  

6.3.4.B.1  Plan and participate in an advocacy project to inform others about environmental issues at the 
local or state level and propose possible solutions. 

9.1.4.B.1  Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster 
creative thinking. 

9.1.4.C.1  Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in completing tasks in 
different settings (at home, in school, and during play). 

9.1.4.E.2  Demonstrate effective communication using digital media during classroom activities. 

 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What does it mean to be an American citizen? 

 Who is an American, says who? 

 Who has the power? The government or the 
people? 

 What is a right?  What are the rights and 
responsibilities we have as citizens of the US?  
School?  Community?  NJ? 

 What is the purpose of the Constitution? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 The three branches of government were created to 
limit power. 

 The difference between power and authority. 

 If it wasn’t for the Constitution, our country, and 
its citizens, we wouldn’t have the rights we have. 
(i.e. equality, fairness, justice, separation of 
church and state. 

 The US Constitution is the supreme law of the 
land. 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Examine the organization of the NJ state government. 

 Examine how decisions in the NJ state government are made.  Explain the impact on those decisions on school 
and community. 

 Determine local and state leaders. 

 Determine how and when to contact local and state leaders. 

 Chart government officials and discuss their roles. 

 Describe the differences of three branches of government: judicial, executive, legislative. 

 Identify and explain what each branch’s job/function is. 

 Explain how a bill becomes a law in NJ, in the US. 

 Differentiate between power and authority. 

 Recognize that government exists at the community, county, and state levels. 

 Understand that the Constitution was written in order to create one nation with the same beliefs and  

  government.  

 Explain the significance of symbols of American values and beliefs including the American Flag, National  

         Anthem, Statue of Liberty. 

https://www13.state.nj.us/NJCCCS/ContentAreaTableView_SocialStudies.aspx
https://www13.state.nj.us/NJCCCS/ContentAreaTableView_SocialStudies.aspx


 Identify the fundamental values and principles of American democracy expressed in the Pledge of Allegiance, 

  United States Constitution, Bill of Rights.  

 Describe how American values such as equality, opportunity, fairness to all, equal justice and rights, are 

  guaranteed by the United States Constitution.  

 Identify the responsibilities and privileges of being a citizen. 

 Describe the characteristics of a good citizen, and which characteristics create as effective citizen. 

 Place key historical events and people in historical eras using timelines. 

 Explain how the present is connected to the past. 

 Determine locations of places and interpret information available on maps and globes. 

 Use thematic maps and other geographic representations to obtain, describe, and compare spatial patterns 

  and information about people, places, regions, and environments. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment:  

Students will be given a list of jobs/responsibilities that the branches of government have. They will then 

place these responsibilities on three separate branches as to which branch each responsibility belongs to.  

Equipment needed:  SMARTboard, laptop, ELMO, internet,  

Teacher Instructional Resources:  The Constitution, Guest Speaker(s) from government: Mayor of 

Tewksbury, County Freeholder, State Representative to NJ Senate/Assembly, US Congressman 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Reading the Hunterdon County Democrat for 

articles that have to do with the 3 branches and 

labeling them as such. 

 End of unit exam on material learned including 

an essay as to which branch of government 

they would want to work and why.  

 Speculative essay asking student what branch 

of government they’d like to work for and 

why. 

 Write an essay describing: “What Freedom do I 

Value the Most, and Why” 

 Collect newspaper articles showing the local, state 

and federal government at work. Create a “3 

Branches of Government” tree using articles as 

leaves. 

 Enter the PNC Balloon Contest:”Why the 

American Flag is Important to Me” 

 Enter the Hunterdon Historical Landmark contest 

by submitting essay on a local historical landmark. 

 

Integration of Technology: United Streaming, SMARTboard, ELMO, laptops, links to websites 

highlighting government current issues. 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

www.njleg.state.nj.us (Government information) 

www.mission-us.org (History of government) 

www.pibmug.com (State location) 

www.Hunterdonculturalcommission.com (Hunterdon County Mini-Historian contest) 

www.Quickcheckballoonfestival.com (American Flag essay contest) 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

Graphic organizers that visualize 3 branches of government into columns. 

Implementing ELMO to enlarge print, Articles from 3 modes: newspaper, TV or computer. kinesthetic 

application in designing 3-Branches tree and playing “No Rules” game, Verbal interviews that are 

necessary for American Flag essay 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/
http://www.mission-us.org/
http://www.pibmug.com/
http://www.hunterdonculturalcommission.com/
http://www.quickcheckballoonfestival.com/


Teacher Notes: Optional:  

Take citizenship test 

Memorize Preamble to Constitution 

Visit sites of town meetings 

Design a game with no rules and teach to other students. (Introducing Government laws) 

 


